SAINT JOHN BAPTIST DE LA SALLE

frequently cited quotations

MTR = Meditations for the Time of Retreat
Med   = Meditations for Sundays and Feastdays
Conduct = The Conduct of Schools
It happens frequently that young people have not the strength of body or mind to carry the burdens that often crush them.
Conduct 
The goodness of God has provided children with teachers who will instruct them in all spiritual truths. MTR 5
They need good teachers, like visible angels: watchful guides to inspire them and lead them on the path of salvation, guides who have an adequate understanding both of what God expects of young people, and of their ordinary faults.and to prepare a path for him, so that he can enter your own hearts and those of your disciples.
MTR 5, Med 2.

They need visible angels to inspire them by instruction and good example. MTR 5
They need the light of watchful guides to lead them on the path of salvation, guides who have an adequate understanding of what God expects of young people and their usual shortcomings. MTR 5
God wants everyone to be saved and so gives children teachers. MTR 1
God makes use of you to teach them the means of salvation. Med 56
You are angels sent by God to announce his kingdom. Med 3
Chosen by God . . . you share in the ministry of the guardian angels. MTR 6
- angels sent by God to prepare the way for him, and to provide the means whereby he may enter your hearts and those of your pupils. Med 2
Guardian angels inspire their charges and provide them with the means to do the good that is proper to them. MTR 6
God has called you to this exalted work. Med 79
to so holy a ministry. MTR 5 (Med 189)

You are Ambassadors and Ministers of Jesus Christ MTR 3
You are engaged in a ministry in which you are obliged to touch hearts. Med. 43.3
God has called you, has chosen you for this ministry, and has sent you to work in his vineyard. MTR 9
God employs you, and you are his workers. Med 67
You are God's ministers and you act in his name. Med 87
Your work contributes to extending his kingdom. Med 143
It is your privilege to be employed in teaching. Med 143
You have been given the grace of teaching. MTR 1
God makes use of you to teach them the means of salvation. Med 56
In the eyes of God, your work contributes to extend his kingdom. Med 143
Take pride in your ministry. MTR 9
The Church, whose ministers you are, commissions you. MTR 7
You should have the highest esteem for your employment which is apostolic. Med 167

sharing in the ministry of the holy apostles and of the great bishops and pastors of the Church. MTR 7, Med 67
Thank God for the grace he has given you in sharing in the ministry of the apostles and of the great bishops and pastors of the Church. Take pride in your ministry. MTR 7
Earnestly ask Jesus Christ to make his Spirit come alive in you, since he has chosen you to do his work. MTR 4.1

As people chosen by God to announce the truths of the gospel, you share in the ministry of the guardian angels by making known these truths to children. You must teach them how to put these truths into practice and you must have great zeal that these children maintain this practice throughout their lives. MTR 6
You are taking the place of the good Shepherd — ambassadors and ministers of Jesus. MTR 4
occupied in the work of God; clothing them with Jesus Christ and giving them his Spirit. Med 189
Ask him for the grace needed to bring about the conversion of the hearts of those in your care. MTR4
Ask to be such good guides through the light your prayers will obtain for you from God and the fidelity you bring to your work . . that you will protect them from harm. MTR 5

Your disciples are confided to you, entrusted to you, are under your guidance. MTR 4
Recognise the presence of Jesus Christ beneath the rags of the children in the class before you. ~ Adore that presence! Med.  ?
Do you have a real love for them? Med 133
They are the living images of Jesus. Med 80
and the children of God himself. Med 133
Take even more care of the young people entrusted to you than if they were the children of a king. Med 133
Jesus compares those who have charge of souls to a good shepherd who has great care for the sheep. The care God seeks to take of them he devolves upon you. Med 33,37
Provide them with the means of salvation appropriate to their development. MTR.l (MTR 5, MTR 11, Med 122)

Your enthusiasm and commitment must go so far that you are ready to give your very life, so dear to you are the young people entrusted to you. MTR 6
God gives you the power to perform miracles by touching the hearts of those entrusted to your care. This is the greatest miracle you can perform and one which God expects of you. Frequently ask him for the grace to touch hearts. Meds 180,139, 81
Do you build on the affection the young people have for you to lead them to God? Med 101
to touch the hearts of your pupils; this is the greatest miracle you can perform. Med 139
The teaching you give them is not a matter of mere words but is accompanied by a great abundance of grace for those who respond well. MTR 15
You have to prepare the hearts of others for the coming of Christ. Med 2
You are called to make Jesus live anew in their hearts. Meds 80, 157
Establish and maintain the reign of God in the hearts of those you instruct. Med 67
far more easily by example than by anything that might simply be said. Med 33
Your actions must be the living expression of what is written in the gospel. Med 84
Grow in friendship with Jesus who loves you tenderly. Frequently be in his company and converse with him. Meds 78,80,88
Have a great tenderness for children. Med. 80
One of the essential qualities required of those who instruct others is that they must get to know their pupils and discern the manner in which they must act towards them. Med. 33.1
They must be reproved and corrected with justice, and they must be helped to recognise the wrong they have done, to understand the correction which their fault deserves, and to agree to it. MTR 12
A great concern must be to get to know each student individually so as to be the better able to understand them and discern the best way to guide them. Some require great mildness, while others need to be directed with firmness. Some require much patience; others need to be stimulated and spurred on. There are some who need to be reproved and punished to correct them of their faults, and others who must be constantly watched over to prevent them being lost or going astray. This varied conduct of yours requires understanding and discernment of character: qualities and graces you should ask of God most earnestly, for they are most necessary for you in the guidance of those placed in your care. Med 33
Let it be clear in all your relations with the children who are entrusted to you that you look upon yourself as a minister of God, acting with love, with a sincere and true zeal, accepting with much patience the difficulties you have to suffer. The zeal that inspires you is meant to give you these dispositions, recognising that it is God who called you, who has chosen you for this ministry, and who has sent you to work in his vineyard. Fulfill your ministry, then, with all the affection of your heart, working entirely for him. MTR 9 

